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for this time, to mor- 
row being the Great Fe- 
frival of the Nativity of our Bleffed Lord, 
and the work I am upon is not Improper 
for this Holy Time, to Vindicate the Prieft- 
hood of Cbrift, and which He has Delegated 


(1) ae Have chang’d my Day 


‘ to his Prieffs upon Earth, with the whole 


Occonomie He has Appointed for our Salva- 
tion, and that Church which he has Purcha- 
fed with his Precious Blood, and calls His 
own ;Body;, againit+ the Bittereft and moft 
Spiteful Satyr upon the Whole, that, Perhaps, 
ever was Printed, at leaft, in a Chriftian 
Country; turning Al into Prieft-Craft, 
which he Vilely Rédicales, And to make the 
Mockery more Oxtragious, he gives his Book 
the Title of The Rights of the Chriftian Church 
Afferted. 


(2.) Country man. He gives this Account 
of our Obferviny thefe Times, in Memory of 
our Bleffed Lord, and His Holy Apoftles, Saints 
and Martyrs, he fays, p- 266. That men 
were Qblig’d, on Pretence of bonomring Dead 
i to Spend a Great many Days in Idle- 
ne/s. 

Rehearf. This fhews what he thinks /dle- 
nefs, as he do’s Every other Part of our 
Religion, even the Receiving the Holy Sacra- 
ment, which he makes no more, than Drink- 
ing a Grace Cup in Memory of a Dead Bo- 
dy, as you will find in his p- 105. 


(3.) And to fhew, That he ftrikes at 
the whole Foundation, to overthrow the Holy 


’ Scriptures, and Chriftianity, he fays, p. 185. 


That this, viz- The Independency of the Church 
a3 to Spirituals, (which is as Evident as the 
Scriptures or Chriftianity it felf) is 4 Barden 
even too Great for That (Chriftianity) to Sup- 
port. And Prefers to this the Conditiog of 
Infidels—e~ Contenting themfelves with NATU- 
RAL Religion, as the Ingenious Anthor of the 
GROWTH OF DEISM Fuftly Obferves, 


Now this Ingenious Author, thus Fuftly (as 
the Rights Calls it) Obferves, in his Growth 
of Deifm, p. 7. If thofe writings, which they 
Call HOLY SCRIPTURES are of their (the 
Clergy’s) Side as they all fay they are, I make 
no Donbt but they were of their own Inventing: 
And if FESUS CHRIST their Patron, laid 
the Foundation of thofe Powers, which both PO- 
PISH and PROTESTNT CLERGY Claim to 
themfelves from under Him, I think the Old RO- 
MANS did him Right in Punifhing him 


\wath the Death of a SLAVE. 


Country-m.OQ HORRID! Can this be Born ? 
And in a Chriftian Country ! 

Rebearf. It has been Born with (by way of 
Moderation !) fince the year 1696 when ig 
was Printed, and many more to the fame 
Purpofe. This has been Growing upon Us, 
of late Years; and now is Summ’d up, and 
Compleated in this Celebrated Book of the 
Rights. Who (we Thank him) Quotes his In- 
genious Author to us, and fays, That he has 
Obferv’d very Fuflly ! 


(4) And indeed he is more Ingenigus than 
his Scholar, the Author of the Rights. For 
he tells us Plaimly what his Scholar woud 
Conceal, (yet but Faintly, that any one may 
fee his Adeaning to be) That while the Holy 
Sersptures in Authority, and Fefus Chrift Ac- 
knowledg’d to be any thing elfe than a 
Slave, they can never pull -down that 
Priefthood of which HE is Head, and the 
Chief-Prieft Himfelf. Nor to make that 
Priefthood Depend upon any Earthly Power, 
which wou’d be the fame thing as to 





Deftroy it. And for that Purpofe this Argue 
ment is fet up; with Courting of Princes, and 
Cojolling the People, to make them think, That 
ther neither 4 or Can be any Priefthood, but 
what is.Deriv’d from them, and wholly De- 
pendent upon them. Thus fewing Pillows 
under their Arms, and Adminiftring 
to their Vanity, for the Defiruttion of their 
Souls. ¥¢ is Literally the firft Temptation of 
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the Devil,to make them Believe, That they 
fhall be as Gods, the Standart of Good and Evil, 
and that all Power, as well Sacred as Civil, is 
Deriv’d from Them! 


(s..) But to thew you further, That this 
Author of the Rights lays no Strefs upon 
the Holy Scripures (tho’ he Quotes Texts 
fometimes, when he thinks it makes for 
his Purpofe, as the Devil did to our Sa- 
viour) in all his Long and Tedious HA- 
RANGUVES againft the Power of the Keys 
and Excommunication, he. never once names 
thofe Texts upon which it is Chiefly Founded, 
or Pretends to Anfwer them; fuch as our 
Saviour’s giving to the -Apoffles the. Keys 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, with a Promife, 
That whatever they Bound or Loofed on 
Earth, fhou’d be Bound or Loofed in Heaven. 
And that whofe foever Sins they Remitted, 
frowd be Remitted unto them, and whofe 
foever Sins they Retained, fhou'd be Retained, 


(6.) Now how is it Pofible, That any 
one who did Believe the Holy Scrsptures, 
fhou’d Difpute fo Largely againft this Power, 
here Seemingly, at leaft, Granted in moft 
Exprefs words; And yet never Endeavour 
to Solve thefe Texts, or to put any other 
Senfe upon them ? What other Reafon can 
be given, but that he thought it not worth 
while, as laying no Stre/s npon them ? 
Unlefs he will fay, That they were too 
Hard tor him, and therefore he let theni 
alone. Or that he cou’d Treat of a Subjeét, 
and Forget the Whole of it. But the Truth 
is, That, as before Quoted, he thought this 
Power given to the Clergy was a Burden too 
Great even for Chriftianuty to Support. And 
therefor that, whatever the Scriptures faid, 
it was to be Rejetted, and the Scriptures 
themfelves, as am Invention of the Priefts. 
And that Watxral Religion was better than 
the Reveal’d. This is the Summ-Total, and 
whole Drift of that Book of the Rights. 
That is, to make us meer Heathens, or Diefts, 
But we nvolt take Popery in the way, or 
That in the way to Popery. Which the 
Author Intended I will not Difpute. But 
it is Bafy to fee which will be the Event. 
And 1 will fhew you, That (in the Com- 
parifon) he gives the Preference, in many 
Cafes, to Popary before the Church of England. 
As, for the Prefent, Read his p. 255. wheré 
he tells you, That the Supreme Powers had 
no way to Efcape rhe Heavier Oppreffions, and 
more infupportable Ufurpations of their own 
Clergy, than by fubmitting to the Pope’s milder 
Yoke and gentler Authority. And p. 256.— 
Which muft make the People again have Recourfe 
to the Pope, to be Skreen’d from the more Intole- 
rable Tyranny of their own Priefts. Thefe are 
pretty Jenendoes! Both for Prince and People! 
tis better for Both to be under the Yoke of 
he Pope, than of their own Clergy! His Au- 
thority is Gentler, and more Supportable! Wou'd 
this have caus’d no Sw/picion, if it had been 
fifid by Another? But he that Attacks the 


Church and Religion, may fay any thing among | 44 S. By Her Majefty’sHiftoriographer for the 
| Kingdom of Scotland. : 


a People prepar'd for Delufion. 


(7.) If this Growth of Deifm™ had bes, 
Nipp’d in the Bud, we fhou’d not have feen 
fo Horriblea Produce of it. But that wou'd 
have been thought againft Liberty of Confcj. 
ence ! And the Birth-Right of Englifh- Min! 


(8.) But to Return. This is the Eve of 
the Celebration of the Birth of our Bl. Savion, 
And let me carry you to His Second Birth, 
that is, from the Grave. For this will come 
up to the Subject we have in hand. 

He having then overcome all the Power of 
the Enemy, and Trinmplh’d over Death ang 
Hell, the firft Solemn Ad He did, was to Infiare 
the Apefties in the Poffefion of the Keys of 
Heaven, which He had before Promis’d them, 
but was not to be Perform’d till after His Ine 
tire Conqueft, and when 4d, Power was given 
to Him in Heaven and in Earth. And what 
He then confer’d upon His Apofles, whom He 
was to Leave behind Him, to Govern the 
Church in His Name and Authority, we mut - 
fappofe Proportionable to the mighty Acquisition 
which was His Incarnation, Life, Death, and 
Refurrethion. And it is Introduc’d and Told 
us in a more Obfervable Manner, and with 
more Circumflances of Solemnity than any 
Paflage of His Life, as it well Deferv’d. It 
was the firft 4% of Authority He did, upon 
His meeting the <Adpefties, the fame Day He 
Rofe from the Dead. Thus it is Recorded, Jobn 
xx. 19. &c. Then the fame Day at Evening 
When the Doors were fhut where the Difciples 
were Affembled for fear of the Fews came FESUS 
and ftood in the midift, and faith unto them, 
Peace be unto you.—— Thex faid FESUS to 
them again, Peace be untoyou. As my Father 
hath fent me, even fo fend I you. (that is, with 
the fame Corsmiffion and Authority) And wher 
He had faid this, He Breathed on them, and faith 
unto them, Receive ye the Hely Ghoft. Whole 
foever Sins ye Remit, they are Remitted unto them: 
and whofe foever Sins ye Retain, they are Retained. 

Yet all this Solemn Aftion and thefe Weighty 
Words, muft now go for nothing! Ther was 
nothing AZeant by them, nor any Senfe in them, 
nor any Power at all Given! As our Diefts 
wou’d have Us Believe. And they were not 
worth the Norice of the Rights ! 

The fhort of itis, They muft Away with 
the Scriprures, before they get down the Prieft- 
hood, iand the Anthority Convey’d by Chrift 
in the forgoing Words. The Salvoes they have 
in this Cafe, we fhall confider afterwards. 
Tho’ the Rights is not Pleas’d to give them. 
For a good Reafon no Doubt! 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


i ae Sticks made one, Or, The Devil 
upon Dur. 

NAn{wer to fome Queries, concerning 
Schifm, Toleration, ec. In a Letter 
to a Friend. 
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